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Media Roundup of Human Rights Reports 
AB0507171295 


[FBIS Editorial Report] The following is a roundup of 
recent human rights reports from Sub-Saharan Africa 
media from 31 May to 14 June. 


ETHIOPIA 


Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia Network in English at 
1030 GMT on 9 June reports that the hv man rights 
league for the prosecution of the perpetrators of repres- 
sion under the Dergue regime, has stated that "it will 
never show clemency towards the massacres carried out 
by the Dergue officials, as these crimes are still fresh 
in the minds of the families of the victims." The league 
issued the statement in response to recent allegations 
by a representative of the Ethiopian People’s Revolu- 
tionary Party, EPRP, in Europe. The league stated that 
there could be no compromise over the issue of trying 
the authors of the Red Terror, which killed thousands 
of innocent people. 


KENYA 


Paris AFP in English at 1203 GMT on 6 June, in a 
Nairobi-datelined item filed as AB0606195795 says "at 
least four prisoners in Kenya’s crowded jails die daily of 
diseases caused by poor hygiene or deliberate denial of 
medical treatment by prison authorities." According to 
the DAILY NATION "quoting authoritative sources," 
conditions are “horrible” in Nairobi’s industrial area 
police remand prison where 17 prisoners have died 
of diseases. The paper, "which carried a front-page 
picture of an ill prisoner chained to his hospital bed, 
said prison authorities regularly refuse to take sick 
prisoners to hospital" or prevent doctors from attending 
to sick convicts. Convicts or suspects remanded in 
police custody who are admitted to hospital are usually 
chained to their beds and guarded by prison warders or 
policemen, to prevent them from escaping, according to 
the reports, which also speak of "prisoners sleeping on 
their own excreta in their cells." 


Prisons Commissioner Edward Lopokoyit admits that 
the mortality rate in the prisons is rising, but attributes 
"the deaths to the spread of the HIV virus" which causes 
AIDS. He denied that sick prisoners are "being denied 
medical care deliberately, and blamed lack of medicine 
in government hospitals for some of the deaths." 


Paris AFP in English at 0934 GMT on 14 June reports 
that lynchings are increasing in Kenya, “with mobs 
burning suspects alive, stamping them to death or 
cutting their throats for crimes ranging from stealing 
chickens to suspected sorcery," «ccording to the Kenyan 
Human Rights Commission. 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 1 


AFP quotes the report as saying that it was time 
that "Kenyans dealt with this absurdity," and that "the 
government, politicians, civic leaders and churches must 
come out strongly to condemn it, and the attorney 
general should issue a public statement clarifying the 
legal position" of the government. 


The report allegedly attributed the killings to a lack of 
confidence in police and the criminal justice system, 
which the report said had lost credibility because of 
corruption. 


RWANDA 


London BBC World Service in English at 0615 GMT 
on 31 May reports that "now many people feel that 
reuniting Rwanda’s Hutu and Tutsi communities is an 
impossible task." They attribute this state of affairs — 
characterized by a "growing atmosphere of revenge, 
rather than reconciliation" — to "the delay in starting up 
both the local trials and the International War Tribunal 
for Rwanda. The recent massacre of Hutu refugees at 
Kibeho in southern Rwanda is also thought to have been 
less than helpful. 


The latest report of a female correspondent who makes 
regular trips to Rwanda says that Kigali’s central jail, 
initially bu.lt for 2,000, has now up to "10,000 inmates" 
and, according to the report, the Tutsi-dominated gov- 
ernment "recently announced that only the most obvious 
suspects of genocide will now be added to the 40,000 
detainees in the country." 


Continuing, the report says “prisoners have suffocated to 
death and there is no room at the moment for any more." 
Yet, the government "is still committed to eventual large 
numbers of arrests." Interior Minister Seth Sendashonga 
summed it up when he told the correspondent "that 
40,000 is no where near the number of people who ought 
to be imprisoned in Rwanda, because we are talking of a 
crime which involved millions of people, and if they are 
only 40,000, in fact, the system has not got any where 
to arresting all those who ought to be arrested." 


The correspondent remarks: "Many people, both inside 
and outside Rwanda, agree that if justice is to be done 
and the culture of killing with impunity broken, trials 
must be held urgently, both by reestablished national 
courts and the international tribunal." Mohamad Sharyar 
Khan, UN secretary general’s special representative to 
Rwanda, couldn’t agree more with that view. He stresses 
that the longer both systems fail to deliver judgment, 
"the more revenge and resentment will grow," adding: 
"Only after the process of justice has started can one 
begin to think of reconciliation. Before that, I find it very 
hard to imagine that there will be real reconciliation in 
the country." 


This report inay contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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For their part, human rights groups charge that "justice 
is being inhibited, because soldiers carry out arrests, 
often on the basis of denunciation alone, and some- 
times because of (?a stolen) property dispute." Andrew 
Clayton of Amnesty International contends there is "ev- 
idence of human rights abuses committed by the Army 
in secret detention centers." In his words: "We have had 
reports of people being.... so-called three- piece tying, 
where people are tied up about the elbows and the back, 
which can result in permanent injury, leaving scars. We 
have also had reports of women being raped. All those 
things happen in secret detention centers. Apparently, 
when people are transferred to the proper prisons, that 
abuse can stop." 


Continuing, the correspondent says: "The markets and 
streets of the southwest is where the growing tension in 
Rwanda is most obvious. People say they can be arrested 
if a soldier doesn’t like them, or because they have no 
money to offer. In Butare, where thousands of Hutus 
have returned to their homes after being forced out of 
the Kibeho refugee camp, they accuse the largely Tutsi 
Army of behaving like a force of occupation. They also 
complain that Tutsis from Burundi, who run most of the 
shops in the town, will not serve them. Reconciliation 
is far away." 


The report refers to "a dreaded Tutsi" who returned from 
Uganda six months ago and who is also afraid of the 
“growing climate of fear." His fear is based on the pos- 
sibility of someone falsely accusing him of involvement 
in last year’s genocide, in which case he could be impli- 
cated and find himself in prison. Concluding her report, 
the correspondent says: "Such abuses have developed 
because of the lack of a functioning judiciary or police 
force in Rwanda. Now, some international aid has been 
suspended after the killings at Kibeho. The Rwandan 
Government will have even less money to build systems 
to deal with such problems. Justice, and by definition 
reconciliation, will be harder and more distant." 


SOMALIA 


Paris AFP in English at 1600 GMT on 14 June 
reports that the leader of the SSNM (South Somali 
National Movement) has stated that gunmen from a 
rival faction in Somalia are forcing villagers to work 
as slaves on banana plantations. The SSNM’s Colonel 
Abdi Warsame Issak made the charges against the 
Somali National Alliance of Mohamed Farah Aidid in 
Mogadishu on 14 June. 


The Colonel Issak’s charges could not be confirmed by 
AFP. 
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SOUTH AFRICA 


Johannesburg SAPA in English 0843 GMT on 6 June in 
a Johannesburg-datelined item filed as MB0606094295 
reports the Constitutional Court abolished the death 
penalty on 6 June. Constitutional Court President Judge 
Arthur Chaskalson said in his 5-minute judgment that 
Section 277 of the Criminal Procedure Act "was in- 
consistent with the Constitution,” and added that "state 
organs were: in future forbidden to execute any person." 


In response, Lawyers for Human Rights representative 
Ahmed Motala were "extremely pleased" with the deci- 
sion, and said this abolition "has put us among demo- 
Cratic countries that have scrapped the death penalty." 
The decision created "more certainty" in South African 
law and would "make judges think of more creative sen- 
tences for convicted criminals." 


In an item on South African violence in May is- 
sued by the Human Rights Committee (filed as 
MB0806160395), Johannesburg SAPA in English 
at 1430 GMT on 8 June reports political violence 
increased 30 percent, from 111 deaths in April to 
145 deaths in May, "because of am increase in taxi 
violence in the Eastern Cape." The deployment of 
additional security forces in KwaZulu/Natal trouble 
spots “prevented the deteriorating political situation 
in the province from causing violence to increase 
dramatically. The death toll in the province in May was 
86, similar to last month’s 83." SAPA reports "several 
arrests have been made and there are allegations of 
involvement by forces outside of the taxi industry." 


President Mandela moved to bring the situation under 
control by ordering increased security forces into trou- 
ble spots. This "long-awaited action" followed an attack 
in Sundumbili in which nine people were killed, and 
attacks on several ANC-aligned Workers’ Day celebra- 
tions which claimed six lives. 


The committee also reports that the Ministry of Correc- 
tional Services, in a "bungled move," ordered the release 
of 866 awaiting trial juveniles when an amendment to 
Section 290 of the Correctional Services Act came into 
effect on 8 May. The juveniles were supposed to be 
placed with their families or in places of safety. How- 
ever, "most places of safety were already full, and there 
was insufficient time to locate families resulting in many 
children returning to the streets." 


S. African Minister Opens SADC Energy Meeting 
MB0607202495 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1642 GMT 06 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Cape Town July 6 SAPA — 
Energy is a much needed resource for rapid socio- 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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economic development in the southern African region, 
Mineral and Energy Affairs Minister Pik Botha said on 
Thursday [6 July]. He told a meeting of energy miais- 
ters of the Southern African Development Community 
[SADC] in Cape Town that two documents aimed at un- 
leashing sufficient energy in southern Africa could be 
approved during the meeting. 


The first document, the "Southern African Power Pool", 
would decrease the need for investing in expensive 
power stations while benefiting the region with an 
estimated US$600 million per annum. 


Secondly, the "Protocol on Co-operation in Energy 
Development Within SADC Countries" would set out 
several practical projects leading to the integration of 
many of the region’s energy activities. 


Botha said issues such as rural energy supply and the use 
of small scale renewable energy were not yet receiving 
sufficient attention. "Not only is finance a problem 
but possibly more important is the lack of appropriate 
institutions." 


The role of the private sector had to be clearly defined 
and understood without cutting out government’s role in 
the energy sector, he added. The meeting, attended by 
ten SADC energy ministers and 40 senior government 
Official, ends on Friday. 


Angola Signs Rascom Regional Satellite Agreement 
AB0707105895 Abidjan FRATERNITE MATIN 
in French 28 Jun95 p7 


[Article by Benoit Tanoh: "Angola on Satellite") 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Regional African Satel- 
lite Communications System [Rascom] yesterday inte- 
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grated Angola into its program as a technical participant. 
The Angolan ambassador to Cote d'Ivoire, His Excel- 
lency Simeao Kafuxy, signed the Rascom establishment 
agreement in the presence of Rascom Director General 
Desire Adadja. Rascom is an operational organ which 
allows telecommunications systems to use Intelsat. 


Yesterday’s ceremony brings to 36 the number of 
African countries which have signed the agreement. 
Forty-one countries have signed the general framework 
agreement. 


According to the Rascom director general, all other 
African countries are in the process of ratifying the 
major provisions of the agreement to enable Rascom 
to place all African countries on one satellite by 1996- 
1997. Two years after that, all African countries should 
be able to launch a communications network that will 
enable them to receive television pictures from all over 
Africa, and to have direct telephone links with one 
another without having to go through another continent. 


Expressing satisfaction with this great step by his coun- 
try on the road to comprehensive satellite communica- 
tions, the Angolan ambassador said his country is pre- 
pared to face the challenge of the future in conjunction 
with all other African countries. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination] 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Burundi 
4 Killed in Grenade Explosions in Bujumbura 


AB0607150395 Paris AFP in English 
1425 GMT 6 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Bujumbura, July 6 (AFP) — 
Four people were killed and others were reported miss- 
ing in two separate incidents, state security services said, 
while grenade explosions rocked the capital Thursday [6 
July). 


Three people died when the minibus they were travel- 
ling in between Bujumbura and Bugarama, east of the 
Capital, was ambushed Wednesday [6 July]. National ra- 
dio said several other people were missing. 


It came two days after a similar attack on a bus in 
southeast Bujumbura in which 16 people were killed 
and 25 wounded. 


Elsewhere security forces said the Hutu head of the 
Nyambuye administrative zone, in the lsale commune 
east of the capital, was stabbed to death overnight by 
unknown assailants. 


Meanwhile two or three grenades rocked Bujumbura’s 
market without causing injuries Thursday. Several 
grenades had exploded in the same area Wednesday, 
injuring one of the men who had thrown them, security 
forces added. 


Uprona Urges Removal of Assen.!y Opposition 


EA0607204095 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 6 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Uprona [Unity and National 
Progress Party] president, Mr. Charles Mukasi, this 
evening held a press conference. The conference gave 
him an opportunity to reaffirm that for peace to return 
to our country Burundians should reunite. He strongly 
condemned the killings taking place in the country 
and criticized the way the Burundian Army was being 
harassed by some people who accuse it of wrongdoings. 


Mr. Charles Mukasi then asked the president, the prime 
minister and the entire government to do everything 
possible so that peace returns to the country. He 
asked, for instance, for the removal of the National 
Assembly’s opposition to the government’s measures. In 
this respect he asked the president, who is above all the 
country’s institutions, to do everything possible so that 
no country’s institutions or individuals block the return 
of peace in our country. He also reaffirmed that Uprona 
would implement its commitments to return peace in 
our country. 


Concerning the decision by the OAU to invite politi- 
cians to Addis Ababa to study Burundian problems, he 
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said that Uprona believes that the problems should be 
Studied ir our country and the international community 
should help Burundian politicians here in the country. 


President Appoints New Foreign Minister 


EA0607191795 Bujumbura Radio-Television Nationale 
du Burundi Radio in Kirundi 1700 GMT 6 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] This has just reached us from 
the office of the president of the Republic: The head 
of state and the prime minister today signed a decree 
appointing Mr. Paul Munyembari as the minister for 
foreign affairs and international cooperation. 


Chad 


Former Minister Koumakoye Explains Resignation 


LD0607205595 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 6 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] For the first time since his 
resignation as Chadian prime minister on 13 April, 
Kassire Koumakoye has broken his silence. He gave 
a news conference in N’Djamena today. He explained 
why he had to resign before the end of the transition 
to democracy. Kassire Koumakoye spoke to Christophe 
Boisbouvier: 


{Begin recording] [Koumakoye] The cohabitation be- 
tween the president of the republic and the prime min- 
ister was “ot possible because both of us are to run in 
the presidential elections. The president of the republic 
would not like Mr. Kassire Koumakoye to run in the 
presidential elections. In return for his abstention, he 
will make offers. I rejected the president’s offer. 


When he saw that I did not want to resign, a parliamen- 
tary representative said that I was rebelling! We were 
heading for a civil war, a confrontation, a situation sim- 
ilar to that in Zaire! I cannot afford, for the sake of a 
mere prime minister’s post, to put the country on the 
path to war. I preferred to quit, to leave the country at 
peace. 


[Boisbouvier] In your opinion, what is the solution now? 


[Koumakoye] The best solution is to organize a round 
table outside Chad with all the politico-military leaders 
and all the main political leaders — the main party 
leaders — in order to define the new rules of the game 
and to set up new bodies to speed up the democratic 
process. 


[Boisbouvier}] A round table in Chad or abroad? 


[Koumakoye] In Chad, we no longer want the MPS [Pa- 
triotic Salvation Movement] where Idriss manipulates 
us. Why not in Paris? [end recording] 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Zaire 
World Bank, IMF ‘Wary’ of Political Situation 


BRO507135195 Brussels L’ECHO in French 
1-3 Jul 95 pp 1, 4 


[Article by Didier Grogna: "World Bank Puts Faith in 
Mobutu"] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Given that the period of 
transition is extended until July 1997, the World Bank is 
laying down its conditions for a privatization of public 
companies with Gecamines at the forefront. [passage 
omitted] 


In the meantime, the government of [Prime Minister] 
Kengo continues, although some raise questions as to its 
real authority. Reliable sources indicate that the World 
Bank is also rather wary of the government’s proposed 
privatizations, especially that of Gecamines. [passage 
omitted] 


ADB [African Development Bank], Outside the 
Law? 


The World Bank and the IMF [International Monetary 
Fund] are Zaire’s principal creditors and must be repaid 
before the ADB. Giving priority to the ADB could 
mean exclusion from the World Bank and the IMF. 
If it took such a step, the Zairian Government would 
also be acting in a way likely to offend other creditors, 
including Belgium, which Zaire is going to need. 


The World Bank made its views clearly known to the 
Zairian Government and has shown no hesitation in 
Stating that if it did nevertheless decide to take up the 
ADB project, the consequences would be serious for 
both parties. 


In any event, the World Bank will not be financing 
the relaunch of Gecamines and is not prepared to grant 
the reported $1 billion dollars for the mining company. 
Its rehabilitation will have to come from the private 
sector alone. Also, the World Bank is doubtful whether 
Kengo has in fact received any mandate to underiake 
privatizations The parliament and president also have 
a say and it is debatable whether Kengo has sufficient 
authority to successfully conclude these operations, it is 
being said at World Bank offices. 
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Faith in Mobutu 


While the World Bank has already informed the Zairian 
authorities of its "irritation," IMF officials are expected 
to do the same during their present mission to Kinshasa, 
aimed at excluding Zaire which currently owes the 
Fund more than $300 million. This exclusion has been 
expected for a long time but as the government has 
been repaying $2 million a month, the IMF could 
postpone its decision. Especially since there seems to 
be some progress in relations between the Bretton 
Woods institutions and the Zairian authorities. Within 
the World Bank, the Jaycox/Aguire-Sacassa duo was 
always opposed to President Mobutu and spoke of the 
need for him to depart before there could be any real 
dialogue. Aguire-Sacassa has recently been replaced by 
Rogerson of the U.K. which has no particular position 
on the "Guide" and the World Bank now seems to be 
accepting that Mobutu will remain in power for a long 
time yet. We could therefore shortly see a return to 
formal dialogue. 


Replacement 


But before a return to dialogue, the institutions will wait 
to see how political developments unfold. 


There have been frequent meetings over recent weeks 
between officials close to President Mobutu and mem- 
bers of the radical opposition. It is therefore possible 
that they may be preparing a change in the governing 
coalition for the remainder of the transitional period. 
This would require the transitional parliament to pass a 
motion of no confidence in the present prime minister. 


Yet the Zairian leader is managing to slowly restore a 
degree of confidence among the international commu- 
nity. The latest evidence of this is the appointment of a 
new U.S. ambassador following a two-year void. 


At a time when Mobutu would very much like to be 
invited to the White House (he apparently paid a U.S. 
senator more than $1 million dollars in the hopes of 
doing so), it would no doubt be inopportune to take any 
measures which could "upset" the Americans and other 
partners ... 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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Ethiopia 


AFP: Police Kill 2 U.S. Diplomatic Car Hijackers 


AB0607140695 Paris AFP in English 
1323 GMT 6 Jul 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Addis Ababa, 6 Jul (AFP) — 
Two escaped convicts who hijacked a U.S. diplomatic 
car were shot dead after refusing to surrender, police 
sources said on Thursday [6 July]. According to the 
ETHIOPIAN PRESS AGENCY, ENA, the men were 
part of a five-man gang with terms between eight 
mosths and the death penalty who fled their jail in 
Awassa, 270 kilometres (173 miles) from the Ethiopian 
capital Addis Ababa. 


After holding up the car in open country as it travelled 
to Awassa, they forced the four U.S. diplomats in it 
out and kidnapped their Ethiopian driver telling him 
to head toward Addis Ababa. He was later released 
unharmed on the city’s outskirts. The daily newspaper 
ADDIS ZEMEN reported that police on Wednesday 
tracked the gang to a hotel room and opened fire when 
the men refused to give themselves up, killing two and 
prompting the surrender of the other three. 


Afar Constituency Election Results Announced 


EA0507205595 Addis Ababa Radio Ethiopia 
International Service in English 1630 GMT 5 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The electoral board office in 
Afar election consiituency has said the Afar People’s 
Democratic Organization [APDO] has won 23 regional 
assembly seats. The coordinator of the Afar constituency 
board office, Mr. Mulugeta Negasa, said the APDO 
has won 23 of the 48 seats in the regional assembly, 
following the electoral contest in the 764 polling stations 
during the 18th June local elections. 


Mr. Mulugeta said, the Afar Liberation Front Party 
[ALFP] led by Hanfareh Ali Mireh and “Umar Ali 
Mireh has won 12 seats, while the Argoba People’s 
Democratic Movement [APDM] won one seat in the 
regional assembly. 


Among candidates [word indistinct] by different orga- 
nizations in the federal assembly election the APDO 
has won three seats, while the ALFP led by Mr. "Umar 
ali mireh has won two seats. The ALFP led by Han- 
fareh Ali Mireh, the Afar National Liberation Front and 
the Argoba People’s Democratic Movement have won 
a seat each. 


It was indicated that no political organization has come 
forward with any complaints about the election process, 
while minor complaints lodged at polling station and 
constituency levels have been promptly dealt with. 
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Kenya 


Moi Urges Somali Factions To Settle Differences 


EA0607201595 Nairobi Kenya Broadcasting 
Corporation Network in English 1600 GMT 6 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] His Excellency President 
Daniel arap Moi today said that it was high time for the 
faction leaders in Somalia to put aside their differences 
and form a government for the benefit of the common 
citizens in that country. President Moi called on the 
faction leaders to realize that the life of each citizen in 
Somalia depended on them, adding that each individual 
has a right to live and should be allowed to do so in an 
environment of peace. 


The president further noted that the pride of any nation 
is its people, whom he said need protection from their 
government to maintain peace, law, and order in the 
country. President Moi said he was concerned because 
when there is a civil strife in a neighboring country, even 
Kenya is affected in the sense that she has to harbor a 
large number of refugees. 


He said Kenya believed in good neighborliness and 
will at no time interfere with the internal affairs of 
another nation. The president called on refugees in the 
country to respect themselves and Kenyans and avoid 
any provocative activities at the borders. 


President Moi said he does not support any faction in 
Somalia but his wish was to see a united Somalia that 
settles its differences through peaceful negotiations for 
the benefits of its innocent citizens. President Moi was 
speaking at Moi stadium in Mandera where he addressed 
a public rally. The president similarly called on the 
Somali community in north easter province to shur 
Clanism as this was detrimental to national deveiopmeit. 


President Moi pointed out that some bitter individuals 
who had lost in elections in the area tended to blame 
their failures on the entire clan they hail from, saying 
they were doomed. He called on such leaders not to 
involve the whole community in their personal failures 
and told wananchi [citizens] that a genuine leader is one 
who puts their interests first and foremost, before his. 
[passage omitted] 


He similarly thanked them [Mandera people] for main- 
taining good-neighborliness with Ethiopians and Soma- 
lis across the borders. President Moi once again took a 
swipe at Dr. Richard Leakey, noting that no foreigner 
would be allowed to indulge in political leadership, but 
however said foreigners have unlimited opportunities to 
conduct businesses in the country. He reiterated that he 
had lived through the era of colonialism and knew quite 
well all its evil designs. [passage omitted] 
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Uganda 


Museveni Says Muslim Fundamentalism ‘Not 
Threat’ 

EA0607103695 Kampala Radio Uganda Netwo*k 
in English 0430 GMT 6 Jul 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] President Yoweri Museveni 
has assured the people of Uganda that no one will 
disturb the country and cause chaos today because the 
NRM [National Resistance Movement] has the capacity 
to defend the gains of the freedom ushered into the 
country in the last nine years. 


Speaking at the third graduation ceremony of Islamic 
University in Uganda, which was held at the university 
campus near Mbale town yesterday, President Museveni 
said that there should be no cause for panicking among 
the people of Uganda on the erroneous premise that 
Islamic fundamentalism is a threat to Uganda, and to 
the region as a whole. He stressed that no one will make 
the people of Uganda fight each other, and warned that 
whoever attempts this will be defeated outright. 


President Museveni cautioned those politicians in 
Uganda who are threatening to unleash chaos in the 
country, saying they were nurturing childish ideas. He 
advised them to accept the people’s verdict so that if 
they are voted [into] parliament, they carry out their 
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task well, but if hey are not voted for, then they should 
go and attend to their private businesses instead of 
threatening to plunge the country into chaos. 


President Museveni reiterated the NRM government 
policy of noninterference in religious matters. He said 
that the government is busy building infrastructure, 
and castigated those who falsely accuse the NRM to 
foreigners that it is against the Muslims. He said that 
such people have forgotten that the NRM assumed 
leadership to cause a fundamental change in the country, 
a change that is already being evidenced by, for 
instance, the country’s position of No. 13 among the 
fastest growing economies in the developing world. 


The president also told the nation that judging from 
the figures of the current national budget, there is no 
doubt that in a few years to come, Uganda will be able 
to balance its national budget. He advised all religious 
groups and political factions in the country to always 
solve their differences through discussion. 


President Museveni called on higher institutions of 
learning in Uganda to overcome their funding problems 
by engaging in income- generating activities. He cited 
the example of Nottingham University in the UK which 
earns 150 million pounds sterling annually through such 
means. [passage omitted] 
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Mandela Claims IFP Involved in Shell House Plan 


IFP Expresses Anger at Collusion Claim 


MB0607175195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1738 GMT 06 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Durban July 6 SAPA — The 
Likatha Freedom Party [IFP] on Thursday [6 July] 
expressed anger at President Nelson Mandela’s claim 
of IFP/police collusion in the Shell House massacre. 
It warned Mandela’s “outlandish theory” would further 
strain IFP/ANC relations and challenged the President 
to substantiate his claims in court. 


Mandela told SAPA in an interview aboard the Presi- 
dential aircraft en route from Japan to South Korea that 
police and the IFP jointly plotted to attack the ANC’s 
Shell House headquarters during a Zulu March through 
Johannesburg on March 28 last year. Ten IFP support- 
ers were sh dt dead outside the building. 


IFP spokesman Ed Tillet said in a statement Mandela 
displayed “poor judgment in opening a can of worms 
on foreign so?’ and raising the suggestion when the 
matter is the subject of legal action, when families of 
the victims are still mourning and when anger is still 
simmering at the ANC’s involvement in the massacre 
and its subsequent cover-up". He said Mandela had 
"stooped very low indeed" and that his theory "stretched 
the limits of credulity”. 


"The reasons the President advances for his unprece- 
dented attack are so flimsy one can only conclude this 
is a very cynical ploy, a red herring in fact, to deflect 
political heat from his own personal role and that of his 
party in the Shell House massacre." 


Tillet said Mandela’s claim was bound to exacerbate 
IFP anger over Mandela's own role in the massacre. 
"The mere suggestion is so sordid, so distasteful, it 
boggles the mind. Only a deranged crank...could have 
planted such an outrageous idea in the President's head. 
The mere thought of the IFP colluding with police in 
aii elcborate plot to stage a series of aerial ambushes 
on innocent people in several strategic locations is so 
absurd it makes it extremely difficuit to believe the 
president of the country made such a statement." 


He said the claims would damage South Africa’s global 
standing and make it the laughing stock of the world. 


NP: Mandela’s Charge ‘Extremely Improper’ 
MB0607204195 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2023 GMT 06 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The National Party [NP] on 
Thursday (6 July] night also criticised Mandelz for his 
remarks. NP spokesman Martinus van Schalkwyk said 
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in a statement in Cape Town: "For President Mandela as 
head-of-state on an overseas visit to make such remarks 
while there is a police investigation under way into his 
own role in the incident, is extremely improper. 


"Just as one begins to belicve that Mandela has the 
ability to be a true statesman for ine whole of South 
Africa, above division and pettiness, he: does something 
that makes you shake your head in disbelief." 


DP Calls for Commission of Inquiry 


MB0607205795 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2059 GMT 06 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Fext] The Democratic Party [DP] on 
Thursday [6 July] repeated its call for a judicial commis- 
sion of inquiry to investigate the Shell House shootings 
following Mandela’s statement about IFP [Inkatha Free- 
dom Party}/police collusion. DP spokesman on safety 
and security Douglas Gibson said Mandela’s statement 
was extremely serious and the matter could not be al- 
lowed to rest there. 


"I would be surprised indeed if Gen Johan van der 
Merwe, retired police commissioner, did not sue Presi- 
dent Mandela for defamation. 


"The police investigation has now been in progress 
for 15 months and is still not concluded. The loved 
ones of the 53 persons murdered that day demand the 
truth and only a judicial co smission can resolve all the 
outstanding questions,” he said. 


Mandela: ‘No Intention’ of Ending Ties With 
Taiwan 


MB0607201695 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1635 GMT 06 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Seoul July 6 SAPA — South 
Africa would not end diplomatic ties with Taiwan to 
establish relations with mainland China, President Nel- 
son Mandela said on Thursday [6 July]. In an interview 
en route to South Korea, he said the government had 
told Beijing it had no intention of scrapping links with 
Taiwan. South Africa had indicated iis willingness to es- 
tablish diplomatic relations with the mainland, but this 
would not be done at the expense of links with Taipei. 


Mandela, who arrived in South Korea on a three-day 
State visit on Thursday, also indicated his government 
had no qualms about establishing diplomatic ties with 
Indonesia in spite of protests from human rights groups. 
The President said he had discussed allegations of 
human rights abuses in East Timor with President 
Suharto when he visited Djakarta last year. He said 
the African National Congress had received substantial 
donations from the Indonesian Government, a major 
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role-pla' er in South-East Asia, which currently chairs 
the Non-Aligned Movement (NAM). 


Indonesia invaded East Timor, a former Portuguese 
colony, in 1977 and has firmly suppressed any oppo- 
sition to its rule. 


Minister Pahad Discusse:| Planned Ties With China 


MB0707112495 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 0510 GMT 7 Jul 95 


{From the "AM Live" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Ex. erpt] [Announcer Sally Burdett] 
There are two Chinas: On the mainland the sprawling 
and economically vibrant People’s Republic of China, 
one of the five super powers in the world; and the small 
island of Taiwan, with an equally dynamic economy. 
South Africa has diplomatic links with Taiwan, but 
while most governments have established diplomatic 
ties with mainland China, South Africa has not followed 
suit, which is a surprise given that China was a major 
supporter of South African liberation movements during 
the suuggle against apartheid. Why has the government 
of President Nelson Mandela been so slow to give 
recognition to an old ally? [passage omittec} 


[Begin recording] [Deputy Foreign Minister Aziz Pa- 
had] We've been initiating discussions amongst all the 
political parties, and we believe that this is such an im- 
portant issue that we must take this discussion outside of 
the roorns of the ministry and get all the other role play- 
ers to start looking at this matter. The People’s Republic 
of Chira, since a 1971 UN resolution, is recognized by 
the vas\. majority of cc-intries as the sole representative 
of China in all institutious. The People’s Republic is a 
very major economic power, and is a growing economic 
power. The People’s Republic has made it clear to ev- 
erybody that they will never accept diplomatic recog- 
nition with a country that also recognizes the Republic 
of China, and this is a reality that we have to take on 
beard. 


{Correspondent Chris Louw] So, without anything being 
said, it seems safe to assume that South Africa will soon 
become the latest country to resume diplomatic relations 
with China. When will that happen? 


{Pahad] I don’t think we can delay this matter much 
longer because it’s not in our international interest to 
allow this thing to continue. I’m sure that all parties, 
both sides will tell you that further developments eco- 
nomically and otherwise are determined by a decision 
that will be tuxen on the question of diplomatic recog- 
nition. 


[Louw] This is Chris Louw in Johannesburg. [end 
recording] 
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Election Official Sends Warning to 3 Provinces 


MB0607145095 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 6 Jul 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The chairman of the Elections 
Task Group, Dr. Frederik van Zyl Slabbert, says if 
demarcation problems in Gauteng, KwiZulu/Natal, and 
the Western Cape cannot be solved immediately, there 
will be no local government elections in the three 
provinces on 1 November. 


The deadline for the demarcation of boundaries was 
28 May. Dr. Van Zyl Slabbert blamed politicians for 
the delay. Asked about the possibility of staggered 
elections, he said the task group was prepared to accept 
any directive. However, it should be borne in mind that 
the task group’s terms of reference was to coordinate 
elections for everybody on the same day. 


Killing of Police Drops in First Half of Year 


MB0607185895 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1526 GMT 06 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Johannesburg July 6 SAPA 
— The number of policemen murdered in South Africa 
dropped substantially in the first half of this year com- 
pared to the first six months of last year. Commis- 
sioner’s office spokeswoman Sally de Beer said on 
Thursday [6 July} the number of policemen murdered 
by the end of June this year was 94 against 137 in the 
comparative period last year. The 43 fewer deaths rep- 
resents a drop of almost a third. 


Last year 241 police officers were murdered, and was 
the first drop in the number of police murders over 12 
months in a number of years. In 1993 a record 271 
policemen were killed. 


De Beer attributed the decline in the number of police 
murders to the service’s increasing credibility. "We hope 
this trend continues,” she said. 


SABC [South African Broadcasting Corporation] Radio 
News quoted Witwatersrand’s community policing chief 
Brig Zirk Gous as saying fewer policemen were being 
murdered and attacked and that the nature of attacks on 
them was changing. Gous said that individual policemen 
were now being singled out for attack, mainly for 
their firearms. In the past, gangs attacked groups of 
policemen. 


South African Press Review for 6 Jul 
MB06071 35595 


[FBIS Editorial Report] 
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SOWETAN 


Land Redistribution — "There has to be a form of 
redistribution of land to the black landless, and that land 
has to come from somewhere, and white farmers have 
to be prepared to share," declares a page 10 editorial 
in Johannesburg SOWETAN in English on 6 July. The 
editorial refers to the “confrontational stance" taken by 
KwaZulu/Natal and Eastern Transvaal farmers faced 
with possible land expropriation, The farmers have 
rejected the government’s Land Reform Bill, which 
seeks to grant land rights to labor tenants, and have 
threatened to withhold taxes and other levies if they 
are forced to sell their land in the process. SOWETAN 
says black people became landless through "man-made 
policies aimed at enriching white farmers at the expense 
of blacks," and therefore, the "wrongs of the past have 
to be corrected." 


BUSINESS DAY 


Land Redistribution — The "angry and fearful reaction" 
of commercial farmers to the Land Reform Bill is "in 
some ways understandable," says a page 12 editorial in 
Johannesburg BUSINESS DAY in English on 6 July. 
"But the government has no option but to ride the 
uproar." "Purely on moral grounds, it is hard to see how 
an ANC government can allow the inequities of labour 
tenancy to continue." BUSINESS DAY notes that the 
bill provides for compulsory sale but its underlying 
aim is to “spur negotiations between landowners and 
tenants.” "It is through negotiation, rather than through 
agitation and litigation, that farmers should seek a 
square deal." 


CAPE TIMES 


De Klerk, Political Violence — "A growing body of 
evidence has come to the fore in various inquiries and 
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hearings which suggests there was indeed a concerted 
campaign of destabilisation during the time of Mr 
de Klerk’s presidency, involving Military Intelligence, 
various front organisations and sections of the South 
African police, in which murder and other criminal 
acts were performed to advance political objectives," 
States a page 6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES 
in English on 3 July. Although Mr de Klerk may not 
have been responsible for instigating criminal activities, 
"the question is whether he did enough to stop what 
was going on." In spite of de Klerk’s appointment 
of various inquiries and commissions, the destabilizing 
activities continued. "It may be, after all, that Mr de 
Klerk dared not take stronger action lest he provoke 
mutiny in the security forces on the eve of the election, 
risking confrontation and civil war." 


THE CITIZEN 


ANC Becomes More ‘Autocratic’ — Johannesburg 
THE CITIZEN in English on 5 July in its page 6 edito- 
rial refers to the appointment to the board of the South 
African Broadcasting Corporation, SABC, of reported 
ANC sympathizers Allister Sparks and Khaba Mkhize. 
THE CITIZEN believes the ANC goes further than the 
National Party used to in "retrenching or forcing the 
early retirement of many SABC stalwarts and jeopardis- 
ing the employment of many other White employees" 
as it follows an affirmative action policy. "We cannot 
see how this country can continue discrimination of any 
kind when we profess to be a shining example of demo- 
cratic life. But the ANC is becoming more and more 
autocratic in the way in which it is running the coun- 
try and the racist aspects of its policies are becoming 
more noticeable. The danger of a White backlash is self- 
evident." 
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Mozambique 
‘Over 20’ Companies Could be Privatized in 1995 


MB0607203195 Maputo TVM Television Network 
in Portuguese 1800 GMT 6 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Over 20 companies in the 
food, transportation, and agricultural fields could be pri- 
vatized this year, as part of the restructuring program 
under way in the country. Planning and Finance Min- 
ister Tomas Salomao said politically conditions have 
already been created for investors to carry out medium- 
term projects in the country. From the introduction of 
legislation on reorganization of companies in 1991 until 
September 1994 a total of 369 small and medium com- 
panies have been privatized in the country. As part of 
the ongoing economic reforms begun in 1987, another 
21 companies have been identified to be privatized this 
year. The planning and finance minister said there is a 
need to investigate whether the privatizations contribute 
to the growth of national production. Addressing over 
200 national and foreign investors, Tomas Salomao said 
this is essential for the growth and consolidation of the 
role of the private sector in the national economy. 


[Begin Salomao recording] The government is aware 
that the solution to the imbalances facing our country 
can only be found in the medium-to-long term. That 
is the path we have to follow, clearly knowing what 
needs to be done in the short term. The government will 
continue to center its action on training and developing 
human capital, rehabilitating infrastructure, supporting 
development projects — particularly in rural areas — 
assisting the family sector, and introducing changes 
in legislation. The objective is to encourage private 
investment in the national economy. [end recording] 
[passage omitted] 


Zimbabwe 
Police: Country ‘Besieged’ by Arms Trafficking 
MB0607161095 Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 8 Jun95 p7 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Long distance truck drivers are 
smuggling weapons of war into the country, which are 
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being used to carry out armed robberies, commissioner 
of the Zimbabwe Republic Police, Augustine Chihuri 
said. 


He told delegates to the International Police (Interpol) 
regional conference in the Zambian capital, Lusaka, last 
week that Zimbabwe had been besieged by a lot of 
illicit trafficking of arms of war along its southern and 
eastern borders. Guns from war-torn Angola, Rwanda 
and Mozambique were finding their way into the hands 
of crime syndicates operating inside Zimbabwe. 


"The majority of weapons used by criminals are of for- 
eign origin," Commissioner Chihuri told fellow police 
officers from more than 30 countries who had gathered 
for the Interpol African regional conference. "There has 
been a lot of illicit traffic in arms along the southern 
and eastern borders (of Zimbabwe). Our heavy truck 
drivers smuggle in arms bought cheaply from neigh- 
bouring countries." 


New Satellite Antenna Installed at Mazoe Station 


MB0607205195 Harare Zimbabwe National 
Broadcasting Corporation Network in English 
1800 GMT 6 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] The minister of Information, 
Posts, and Telecommunications, Comrade David Kari- 
manzira, says the second satellite antenna which has 
been installed at the Mazoe Earth Station will be able 
to cope with Zimbabwe’s international telecommunica- 
tion needs into the 21st century. 


Speaking with the ZBC [Zimbabwe Broadcasting Cor- 
poration] today after touring the new facilities, Comrade 
Karimanzira said the new facilities will enable the na- 
tion to save on its telephone bill, as they now allow 
direct communication with nations in the Far East, in- 
cluding Japan and Australia, without the need to utilize 
communication facilities in the United States and Eu- 
rope as before. 


The second antenna will be officially commissioned 
next week. 
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Ghana 
Clashes Reported Between Rival Muslim Sects 


AB0307115795 London BBC World Service 
in English 0615 GMT 3 Jul 95 


[From the "Network Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] In many African communi- 
ties where there is religious strife, it is usually between 
followers of different faith but in the city of Wenchi, 
in the Brong Ahafo Region, it is members of the same 
faith who are turning each against each other. Violent 
clashes between orthodox Muslims and members of the 
rival al-Sunnah sect have resulted in the death of at least 
one man. Attempts by police to deal with the problem 
has only aggravated the situation. Our reporter, Ruby 
Ofori, has just visited Wenchi in the wake of the vi- 
olence there, and her report begins with one woman 
whose brother was killed during the fighting. 


[Begin recording] (Woman, in vernacular fading into 
English translation] She said when she came she saw a 
mob of youths, you see. So, she asked, [and] they said 
they wanted her brother. They started beating him.... 
[pauses] after gunning him, they started beating him up 
and down, and then he lay down mercilessly. [sentence 
as heard] So, she run to go and find a vehicle to come 
and convey him to the hospital. The following day, he 
died. [passage omitted] 


[Ofori] So, why have the al-Sunnah made such deadly 
enemies among Wenchi’s orthodox Muslims? Alhaji 
Abbas, the only al-Sunnah follower in town while I was 
there says the al-Sunnah spoke out against practices like 
juju or occultism, and the Ghanaian obsession for lavish 
funerals, which leaves families impoverished. These, 
and other al-Sunnah teachings threatened the vested 
interests of the mallams [marabouts], and others who 
profited from such practices. 


[Abass, in vernacular fading into English translation] He 
says what they are doing, they preach (?ways): What 
Prophet Mohamed didn’t do, what he is against, like 
funerals. It is because, here, the orthodo« outnumber 
the al-Sunnah, and that is why the majority of them are 
doing this juju, so when these people were preaching 
against that thing, they were thinking that, definitely, it 
is because of them. That is why [words indistinct] they 
want to spoil their chop money [source of income]. 


[Ofori] Alhaji Hamid, an orthodox Muslim leader, 
confirmed that orthodox Muslims were insulted by the 
teachings of the young university-educated al-Sunnah 
preachers. [passage omitted] 


The paramount chief, the Wenchihene [traditional 
leader], a Christian, says he has run out of patience 
with the Muslims. He has tried to help their elders talk 
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their problem through, but they’ ve refused to cooperate. 
The Wenchihene says he can’t understand why peopie 
of the same faith should be up in arms against each 
other. What frustrates him most, is the breakdown of 
law and order in his town. As a last resort, he has 
petitioned the government to step in. He wants them to 
prosecute the wrongdoers, and if the police can’t handle 
the situation, he thinks the Army should be brought in. 


[Wenchihene, in vernacular fading into English transla- 
tion] I say, why is it that the people are just not obeying 
the laws of the land here? The situation is not under con- 
trol at the moment. They have arrested four of them, but 
still the situation is not under control. [end recording] 


Guinea 


Government Responds to Liberian Faction Attacks 


AB0607221195 Conakry Radiodiffusion Nationale de 
la Republique de Guinee in French 
1945 GMT 6 Jul 95 


[Communique issued by the Ministry at the Presidency 
in charge of Foreign Affairs in Conakry on 6 July] 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Guinean Government 
deems it a duty to inform the national and international 
public that for some time now our country has been 
the subject of repeated violations and aggression on the 
part of Liberian armed factions. During these attacks, 
innocent inhabitants of border localities have lost their 
lives and heavy material damage has been recorded. 
These acts of banditry seriously undermine Guinea’s 
territorial integrity and its national sovereignty, jeop- 
ardizing the already precarious climate of peace and 
security in the region. 


As a result, the Republic of Guinea which, since the 
breakout of hostilities in Liberia in 1989, has contributed 
toward the return of peace to this brotherly country, 
and has, in a show of African solidarity, accepted and 
maintained hundreds of thousands of Liberian refugees, 
solely reaffirms the determination to ensure the defense 
of its territory and the security of its people. In this 
perspective, it is giving a last warning to the conflicting 
parties that in their deadly madness and inordinate 
ambition for power, they must henceforth assume the 
consequences of their actions. 


In any case, the Guinean Government will exercise its 
right of hot pursuit in the face of any aggression [words 
indistinct]. The calling of the Guinean people for peace, 
brotherhood, and solidarity in Africa, and the world 
at large, should not, on any account, be interpreted 
as a weakness [words indistinct]. It is for this reason 
that the Guinean Government, in agreement with the 
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relevant resolutions of the Economic Community of 
West African States, the OAU, and the United Nations, 
reaffirms its determination to work for peace and the 
return to a normal constitutional life in Liberia. 


[Signed] The Ministry at the Presidency, in charge of 
Foreign Affairs. 


Liberia 


NPFL, ULIMO-J Agree on Reopening of Highways 


AB0607152595 Monrovia Radio ELBC in English 
0900 GMT 6 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] NPFL [National Patriotic Front 
of Liberia] and ULIMO-J [United Liberation Movement 
for Democracy in Liberia-Johnson faction] have agreed 
to continue the exercise aimed at de-mining and reopen- 
ing the Kakata-Bong Mines and Kakata-Gbarnga High- 
ways, which were closed recently. 


An ECOMOG [Economic Community of West African 
States Cease-Fire Monitoring Group] release issued 
yesterday said following several hours of deliberations 
at the ECOMOG Headquarters, facilitated by ECOMOG 
and UNOMIL [UN Observer Mission in Liberia], to 
resolve the differences between the two parties on 
reopening the highways, the factions have accepted to 
harmonize their positions. As a result, the ECOMOG 
release said, the parties have agreed to meet in Kakata 
next Monday [10 July] to continue the de-mining 
exercise that came to a [word indistinct] when the two 
factions disagreed on some technical aspects of the 
exercise. 


Meanwhile, ECOMOG is advising media institutions 
wishing to cover Monday’s meetings in Kakata to 
send their representatives to the ECOMOG base at 8 
[o’clock] in the morning for [word indistinct). 


Niger 


Tuareg Leader Killed; Dayak Leaves Movement 


AB0407111595 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 3 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] In Niger, a great blow has been 
dealt to the Tuareg rebels. One of its leaders, Mohamed 
Inager, was killed in a clash between a group of Arab 
militiamen, and members of his group last week. The 
information was made public in Paris by Mano Dayak 
who led the Tuareg rebels in 1994-1995. The Tuareg 
movement had hardly recovered from this attack which 
claimed 13 lives than Mano Dayak himself announced 
his withdrawal from the movement, calling in question 
the agreement that was signed with the government on 
24 April. From Niamey, Malam Yaro reports: 
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[Begin Yaro recording] The government daily, LE 
SAHEL, which published an important article on the 
armed Tuareg rebellion, said Mano Dayak, one of 
the leaders of this rebellion, has allegedly dissociated 
himself from the permanent peace accord signed in 
Niamey on 24 April between the government and the 
Armed Resistance Organization [ORA]. 


According to the newspaper, Dayak is now associating 
himself with the Revolutionary Democratic Front, a 
front that is demanding autonomy. It is a front made up 
of Kanohis and Toubous, two minority ethnic groups in 
the country who are demanding the independence of the 
Manga Region in the far east of the country. Meanwhile, 
the ORA spokesperson, Mohammed Abdoulmoumine, 
who represents the organization vis-a-vis the authorities, 
is allegedly contested within his own front — the 
Revolutionary Liberation Army. With the death of one 
of the leaders of the rebellion, Mohamed Inager, in 
the latest clash between Arab militiamen and members 
of the former armed Tuareg rebels, the debates on 
respecting the Niamey Peace Accords are back on the 
floor. 


Mohamed Inager’s death was revealed by Mano Dayak 
in a communique issued in the Tenere Desert. Mo- 
hamed Inager is the main figure and leader of the Liber- 
ation Forces Front, one of the organizations comprising 
the former armed Tuareg rebellion. According to Mano 
Dayak’s communique, Inager died along with his com- 
panions while they were visiting their families. What- 
ever the case, the Niger authorities have maintained si- 
lence over the deaths at a time when another attack, 
which took place in the same town, Agadez, is attributed 
to the armed Tuareg rebels, and at a time when the ple- 
nary meeting of the administrative rezoning committee, 
stipulated in the Niamey Peace Accords, is scheduled to 
take place tomorrow. [end recording] 


Nigeria 


NCP Prepares To Defy Abacha Administration Ban 


AB0207195995 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 2 Jul 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa” program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] One of Nigeria’s youngest 
political parties, the National Conscience Party, [name 
as heard], NCP, is preparing to defy the government’s 
new restrictions on political activity. Last Tuesday [27 
June], when the head of state, General Abacha, lifted 
the ban on parties, he warned people not to hold rallies 
or campaigns until a timetable is announced for a return 
to civilian rule, later this year. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 
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The NCP was formed last year while the ban was 
Officialiy still in place, and the party’s leader, Chief 
Gani Fawehinmi, looks set to tread on the military 
government’s toes again, as our correspondent Anthony 
Goldman reports from Lagos: 


[Begin recording] [Goldman] Chief Fawehinmi is not 
the kind of politician the authorities are trying to 
encourage. Speaking at his headquarters, he called the 
government a gang of hoodlums and maggots. He 
described Gen. Abacha’s decision to lift the ban on party 
politics last week as hollow and deceptive. He said that, 
as Nigeria still had no Constitution or rules for election, 
it was like asking people to play football without 
goalposts. The chief went on to warn his supporters that 
change will not comme without sacrifice: 


{[Fawehinmi] Are you prepared to stand at all cost 
against the evil governors of our nation? [crowd shouts: 
“yeah"] Are you prepared to put your life in your hand? 
[crowd shouts: "yeah"] Are you prepared to put your 
life on the line? [crowd shouts: "yeah"] Well, I think 
that’s the price. [crowd chants: "We have decided to 
fight Abacha, we have decided to fight Abacha, we have 
decided to fight Abacha, ro turning back, no turning 
back"] 


[Goldinan} Well, provoking the authorities into a con- 
frontation seems to be part of Chief Fawehinmi’s 
agenda. Let’s fill up our prisons, he said. Then, let’s see 
what Abacha should do. The authorities dismissed the 
National Conscience Party and other opposition groups 
as mavericks and troublemakers, with no popular ‘»l- 
lowing. What’s not clear though is if their own unus- 
closed plan for a return to civilian rule has any more 
support. [end rer ding] 


Sierra Leone 


RUF Rebels Seize ‘Strategically Important’ Town 
AB0607205695 London BBC World Service 
in English 1705 GMT 6 Jul 95 


[From the "Focus on Africa" program] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Sierra Leone Army is 
generally having a hard time trying to keep RUF 
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[Revolutionary United Front] rebels at bay around Bo. 
The rebels keep launching attacks on villages and 
highways ever closer to the town. Now the rebels have 
overrun the strategically important town of Bombe, only 
16 miles from Bo. From Bo, Alhassan Sillah reports: 


[Begin Sillah recording] Efforts by the Sierra Leone 
Army to keep RUF rebels at bay in the Bo area suffered 
a lot of setbacks yesterday with the fall of the strategic 
town of Bombe, located some 16 miles west of this 
township. First reports from fleeing civilians arriving 
here late last evening speak of a number of drownings 
of civilians in the Tabe River close to the town as they 
tried to make good their escape when the rebels struck. 


Similar reports say government soldiers were con- 
founded with the surfacing in Bo this morning of a 
number of those who were alleged to have drowned. 
However, the commander of government forces in the 
area, Captain J. S. Molai, and two other soldiers are 
now at the Fin Hospital in Bo, where they are nursing 
gunshot wounds while at least one other soldier is still 
reported missing in action. 


Capt. Molai, sources say, swam across the Tabe River 
after he was shot in the leg before later finding himself 
in the comforting hands of civilians, at a village close 
to Bo, who subsequently conveyed him to hospital. 
Survivors arriving here within the last 24 hours say the 
rebels launched their surprise attack on this chiefdom- 
headquarter town at dawn yesterday, distressing some 
2,000 civilian inhabitants in one of the most populated 
outskirts of Bo at the moment. [end recording] 


[This report may contain copyrighted material. Cop 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright 
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